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as the most suitable for their sons9 education. It does not appear to me that these defects are essential to the educational system, as laid down by the Government, but rather that they have arisen through a failure on the one hand to see the serious nature ol the evils involved until they pressed urgently on the attention., and on the other hand to carry out consistently and determinedly the principles on which the educational system was based.
The Brahmans have always made a show of learning, and have,, indeed., claimed a practical monopoly of it. Of course., very many Brahmans are absolutely without education,, many of them are mere menial servants; but it is the Brahmans as a class who have in India regarded themselves as the depositaries of learning, I have often thought that in this respect they were not unlike the ecclesiastics of the Middle Ages. The essential difference, of course, is that no one can be a Brahman except by birth. It is not difficult to make out a strong case against the Church of the Middle Ages in respect of the arrogance of the ecclesiastics and their contempt for the laity, as well as in respect of the vices of individuals or of gro'tps among them ; but,, on the other hand, it is easy to see that in many respects they were a powerful influence for good, and that their education and training raised them in many respects far above the great bulk of the people. But in the Middle Ages the ecclesiastical monopoly of learning involved its neglect by the great body of the people, and meant also the absence of real progress. Even kings ruled who could not read or write; distinguished soldiers travelled all over the world without learning; the great body of the people trusted to professional help in anything connected with reading or writing; and the general life of the world was wanting in intellectual vigour. That is something like the state of India now.
A writer on Indian affairs has told us that " the Brahmans of modern times are not in any degree more learned than their ancestors of the time of Lycurgus and Pythagoras," If